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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for distributing content to a plurality of receivers, 
wherein said content is packetized into one or more packets, comprising: 

establishing a multicast distribution tree rooted at a sender; and 

directing transmission of each of the one or more packets along at least a portion 
of the multicast distribution tree, the at least a portion of the multicast distribution tree 
comprising one or more intermediate receivers through which the each of the one or 
more packets must travel to reach the plurality of receivers, 

wherein the sender defines a different set of the one or more intermediate 
receivers for each of said one or more packets,, 

and wherein at least some of the one or more packets are encoded with forward 
error correction coding . 

4 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of directing the 
transmission further comprises: 

encoding the each of the one or more packets with the at least a portion of said 
multicast distribution tree, wherein the multicast distribution tree identifies at least one of 
the plurality of receivers to which the each of the one or more packets is to be delivered 
and a path along which the each of the one or more packets is to travel to the at least 
one of the plurality of receivers. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the multicast distribution tree is 
sender-defined. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of directing 
transmission comprises: 

sending one of said one or more packets to a first group of the one or more 
intermediate receivers; 

creating at least one copy of the one of said one or more packets by at least one 
of said first group of the one or more intermediate receivers; and 

Page 2 



PAGE 5/11 * RCVD AT 1 1/11/2008 7:22:51 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO«EFXRF-5/24 * DNlS:2738300 * CSID:732 530 9808 * DURATION (rnm-ss): 02-36 



11/11/2008 19:23 FAX 732 530 9808 PATTERSON & SHERIDAN -> PTO @] 006/011 

PATENT 

Atty. DM. No. YOR920030508US1 

forwarding at least one copy of the one of said one or more packets to at least 
one receiver in a second group of the one or more intermediate receivers within said 
multicast distribution tree. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of 
receivers that is not a final destination for said one or more packets copies and forwards 
said each of the one or more packets to a subsequent one of the plurality of receivers in 
accordance with said at least a portion of the multicast distribution tree. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein transmissions from the 
sender to each of the plurality of receivers and and between two of the plurality of 
receivers are individually accomplished using unicast distribution communication. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of establishing a * 
multicast distribution tree comprises: 

adjusting a structure of the multicast distribution tree to address a given metric, 
wherein said metric is at least one of: cost, delay, bandwidth, latency or reliability. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method for distributing content to a plurality of receivers, 
wherein said content is packetized into at least one packet, comprising: 

establishing a multicast distribution tree rooted at a sender; and 

directing transmission of the at least one packet along at least a portion of the 
multicast distribution tree, the at least a portion of the multicast distribution tree 
comprising one or more intermediate receivers through which the at least one packet 
must travel to reach the plurality of receivers, 

wherein the plurality of receivers and the one or more intermediate receivers are 
defined by the sender, 

and wherein at least some of the one or more packets are encoded with forward 
error correction coding . 
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10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, wherein the one or more 
intermediate receivers is different for each of the at least one packet. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, wherein the step of directing 
transmission further comprises: 

encoding the at least one packet with the at least a portion of said multicast 
distribution tree, wherein the multicast distribution tree identifies at least one of the 
plurality of receivers to which the at least one packet is to be delivered and paths along 
which the at least one packet is to travel to the at least one of the plurality of receivers. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, wherein the step of directing 
transmission comprises: 

sending the at least one packet to a first group of the one or more intermediate 
receivers; 

creating at least one copy of the at least one packet by at least one of said first 
group of the one or more intermediate receivers; and 

forwarding the at least one copy of the at least one packet to at least one 
receiver in a second group of the one or more intermediate receivers within said 
multicast distribution tree. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, wherein each of the plurality of 
receivers that is not a final destination for the at least one data packet copies and 
forwards the at least one packet to a subsequent one of the plurality of receivers in 
accordance with said at least a portion of the multicast distribution tree. 

14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12 wherein transmissions from the 
sender to each of the plurality of receivers and and between two of the plurality of 
receivers are individually accomplished using unicast distribution communication. 
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16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, wherein the step of establishing a 
multicast distribution tree comprises: 

adjusting a structure of the multicast distribution tree to address a given metric, , 
wherein said metric is at least one of: cost, delay, bandwidth, latency or reliability. 

17. -38. (Cancelled) 
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